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Apostleship of the Sea receives International Award

Apostleship of the Sea was honoured at a recent awards ceremony for their contribution to the
protection of the rights and promotion of the welfare of Filipino workers in the UK. The award
was made by the International Inter-Agency Committee for Filipino Migrants and was presented
in Quezon City in the Philippines.

“It is a great honour for our chaplains to be recognized in this way. They are privileged to meet
and work with many Filipinos who visit our ports and they do everything possible to ensure that
their experience in the UK is a positive one” commented Sheila Bailey, Director of
Communications and Fundraising.

The award citation stated that it was being made for “fully assisting and supporting Filipino
seafarers worldwide, not only in their spiritual and pastoral needs, but also in defending their
rights and providing them counsel and other worthy activities while on shore”.

Mrs Bailey pointed out that “I have put significant emphasis on bringing the plight of many
seafarers to the public’s attention. | have also met with many MPs, Ministers and Civil Servants
to ensure that they are briefed on the issues our chaplains are dealing with on a daily basis. In
this I have been assisted by Whitehouse Consulting, who have provided their services free of
charge in support of seafarers. In this, the International Year of the Seafarer, Apostleship of the
Sea will continue to campaign for seafarers’ rights and ensure that they receive adequate care
whilst visiting UK ports”.

Julian Brazier, MP for Canterbury and Whitstable, and Shadow Minister for Aviation and
Shipping, recently met with Apostleship of the Sea Chaplain, Sr Marian Davey in Dover. Mr
Brazier was keen to hear about the challenges our chaplains’ face and the issues that they deal
with in individual ports. Mr Brazier has taken a keen interest in the loss of British seafarers from
the Merchant Navy. He congratulated Apostleship of the Sea on their ship visiting programme,
ensuring that they respond quickly to seafarer needs in port and on their continuing dedication to
providing welfare services to all seafarers.
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Further information for Editors

The Apostleship of the Sea, AOS, is a registered charity and an agency of the Catholic Bishops” Conferences of
England & Wales and Scotland. It is wholly reliant on voluntary donations to continue its work.

Ninety percent of world trade is carried by ship, and some 100,000 seafarers visit British ports each year. They are
commonly away from home for nine to 12 months at a time, suffering loneliness, depression and even exploitation.
They also have to work in gruelling and often dangerous conditions. AOS chaplains and ship visitors welcome
seafarers to our shores - regardless of their colour, race or creed (if any) and provide them with pastoral and practical
assistance. They recognise them as brothers with an intrinsic human dignity which can be overlooked in the modern
globalised maritime industry. For more information visit www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk or call Sheila Bailey,
Director of Fundraising & Communications, on 0771 286 4747.
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